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Palm Sunday 

Service of the Word – April 5, 2020 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Roanoke, VA 

 

GATHERING SONG: All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.   

Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus Christ.  

By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with 

their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

 

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12 

A reading from Zechariah. 

 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

 Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 Lo, your king comes to you; 

 triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, 

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

 and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

 and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-26 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 

God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
2Let Israel | now declare, 

“God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 
19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 
20“This is the gate | of the LORD; 

here the righ- | teous may enter.” 
21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

and you have become | my salvation. 
22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

has become the chief | cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has | this been done; 

it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 

let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 
25Hosanna! | O LORD, save us! 

We pray to you, LORD, pros- | per our days! 
26Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the LORD; 

we bless you from the house | of the LORD. 
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SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 

A reading from Philippians. 
 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 

colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 

them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 

saying, 

 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks 

on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from 

the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds were saying, 

“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Prepare the Royal Highway 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 

 

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us bold and 

joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the message of your redemption. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems, threatened habitats, 

and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and researchers who find ways to restore 

creation to health and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give courage to leaders who 

seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison and those who face execution. 

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or contempt. Heal the 

wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out 

for relief. We pray especially for those who are hospitalized, having surgery or recovering from surgery; Lynn 

Thompson, Dawn Parks, Claire Blake and Guy Deel. We pray for those who are quarantined from exposure or 

possible exposure to the Novel Coronavirus; Sarah Kress. We pray for those who are quarantined from friends 

and family in an effort to remain well; Harold and Betty Shepherd. We pray for those medial professionals who 

are on the front lines treating patients; Travis Kussman and the Disaster Response Team for Northern 

California, Margaret Stowasser, and all doctors, nurses and EMTs who are risking their own safety for the 

welfare of others.  We pray also for all those we name before you now.   Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In all things, show us the 

ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves for the sake of others. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses in heaven and on 

earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our hope. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you; through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

 

PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  

O God of justice and love,  

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.  

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,  

and at the end bring all the world to your feast;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory forever. 

Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR TIME 

Let us pray.  

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new uncertainties around 

coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation.  

Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at 

great risk. Guide us and our leaders as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, 

congregations, workplaces, and communities. Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we 

would like is not possible. When we must be apart for reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your 

sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, reaching out to our neighbors in need and being 

persistent in prayer. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of 

service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

BLESSING  

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen 

 

(The service continues with the Sending Song on the next page.)  



7 

 

SENDING SONG: Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! 
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